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Author Bio
Something lit up in Tina when two of her poems were 
published in a Writers’ Anthology Group publication in 
2014. As a child, she was always dreaming up stories. 
When that passion was reignited, it began the journey 
that led to an inspirational little owl with big dreams, 
called Horace. 

After devoting herself to raising her family in Brisbane, 
Tina joined the Writers’ Rendezvous in 2016. There she 
learned to combine her life experiences and imagination 
to capture inspiring messages, through writing. A trip 
to Nepal in 2018 brought together her two passions 
of creative writing and caring for the environment. 
First-hand experience of hospitalisation due to water 
contamination and air pollution solidified Tina’s purpose 
for writing. This was the catalyst that empowered her 
to write more than just an entertaining story, but one 
to use as a tool for educating today’s children. Horace 
and the Hugging Trees, book one of a two part series, 
became the means to spread a hope-filled message 
about protecting our environment, and the vision for a 
better world.  

Tina’s wish is that her personal story of hope, birthed 
out of dark places, would inspire others with dreams 
of their own, to take that first step. The willingness 
to learn, a good dose of tenacity and permission 
to believe in yourself, are qualities Tina promotes 
to encourage people who, like Horace, might have 
started out feeling invisible. 



Book Bio
Young readers between the ages of 4 and 8 
years will fall in love with the warm-hearted, 
brave owl called Horace. Like them, he is  
little. He sometimes feels invisible, but he has 
a very big dream.
 
Unique in its potential as an educational  
resource for parents and teachers, Horace and 
the Hugging Trees is an enchanting adventure 
geared to start conversations that inspire care 
for our environment. Following a moment of 
courage, Horace draws readers into a wild ride. 
Leaving his polluted, sick planet he sets off on 
an exciting voyage to find a sun-filled, clean 
world where he can play all day and dream 
happy thoughts at night. As we travel with 
him in his father’s dream machine, we learn 
about having hope and building resilience as 
we pursue our destinations. 

The powerful underlying theme of this 
book is one that brings awareness of the 
devastating effects of pollution on our world. 
Unexpected twists and turns take readers 
through sadness and empathy but lead 
ultimately to exhilaration, connection and 
joy. Through Horace’s adventures, readers 
learn practical solutions for looking after the 
environment. Captivating illustrations and 
fun-filled narrative empower readers with 
Horace’s hopeful vision for a healthy planet. 



Target Audience
- Children between 4 and 8 years
- Primary Schools
- Child care centres
- Playgroups



Book Benefits 
Horace promotes a healthier world. Here’s how he does it: 

1. Empowering learning – Children will identify with Horace, who is little 
like them. As his journey captures their imaginations, they’ll recognise 
what plagues and nurtures our planet.

2. Resilience building – Children will see a picture of resilience through 
Horace’s optimism and tenacity as he models good questions and brave 
choices.
 
3. Solutions – Young readers can easily implement the practical, 
everyday ways that Horace learns to care for nature.

4. A conversation starter – Parents and teachers gain a tool for gently 
introducing conservation issues, which can be a gloomy and complex 
conversation. Questions at the end help take discussion deeper. 

5. Hope – The book ends on a high note infused with possibility. Readers 
will know that it is possible to make a difference. 



 

Book Excerpt
There was a young owl who was always dreaming,

of a clean, green planet with a golden light.
The trouble was, he was so little.
Sometimes he felt quite invisible.

Can you find him?



 

Interview Questions
1. You mention dreaming up stories as a child. What did you dream of doing   
 when you grew up?
2. If you could tell your younger writing self anything, what would it be?
3. Why is protecting the environment such an important issue for you?
4. What are your favourite ways of caring for the environment?
5. How did you come up with the character of Horace?
6. Horace is a character who has resilience and hope. What are your personal  
 sources of resilience and hope? 
7. What kind of research did you do for this book? 
8. Where did you get your information or ideas for your book?
9. What made you decide to travel to Nepal? 
10. Is there more to share about what you learned on your trip to Nepal? 
11. What books or authors inspire you?
12. What advice would you give to aspiring writers? 
13. When can we expect the second book in the series?
14. What do you like to do when you’re not writing?


